
UNICEF has estimated that 
700 Palestinian children aged 
12-17 are arrested in the West 
Bank and jailed by the Israelis 
every year, although there is 
evidence that children much 
younger are also targeted. 
They are usually accused of 
throwing stones at vehicles of 
the forces of occupation – a 
crime that is punishable under 
Israeli military law by up to 20 
years in prison.

Arrests take place during 
violent  night raids when 
the child is forcibly removed 
from the family home, 
shackled, hooded and taken 
to a detention centre for 
questioning. Usually they are 
strip-searched and appear in  
court in leg shackles. Bail is 
virtually never granted, and the 
child may be held on remand  
for months, and be placed 
in  solitary confinement for 
weeks. No lawyers or family 
members  are present at the 
interrogation, which, according 
to UNICEF,  includes threats of 
death, sexual  threats directed 
toward them and their family, 
and sometimes also physical 
violence.

When they do appear in the 
military court almost all of 
these children have signed 
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confessions - in Hebrew, 
which they do not understand 
- as this is the only chance of 
early release. The conviction 
rate is an astonishing 97% 
and a custodial sentence 
is imposed in 90% of the 
cases. They therefore end up 
with a criminal record, which 
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in itself harms their chances 
of obtaining travel and other 
permits in the future. 

The disruption of their  
education and the long- term  
psychological effects of these  
experiences are devastating.  

Help us end this now.



We, the undersigned, support the campaign by Action 
for Palestinian Children to ensure the rights of Palestinian 
children are upheld in accordance with international human 
rights treaties and international law. 

We call on Israel to act immediately to implement these  
recommendations as a matter of urgency: 

1.  An end to Israel’s night time raids and shackling of 
Palestinian children; 

2. Audio- visual recordings of all interrogations; 

3.  Parents given the right to be present during 
questioning and  the  child’s right to access to a lawyer 
before their interrogation respected; 

4.  An end to the transfer of children to prisons inside 
Israel in  breach of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention; 

5.  An end to the use of solitary confinement. 

We further call upon Israel to implement, in full, all 40  
recommendations made in the independent legal report, 
Children in Military Custody. 
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Who are we?
Action for Palestinian 
Children campaigns 
against the deterioration 
of Palestinian children’s 
rights to health, 
education, and for a  
childhood free from fear. 
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